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New Delhi Declaration
THE HABITAT BUSINESS FORUM : 7-9 JULY 2009

NEW DELHI, INDIA

We, the members of the private sector, meeting at Habitat Business Forum, in New Delhi, from 7 to 9 July 2009, under the theme, “Innovative Cities – Show-Casing and Debating Urban Challenges and Solutions” declare the commitment of the private sector to working with UN-HABITAT towards the accomplishment of its objectives.

We recognize that urbanization has brought with it many opportunities for accelerated growth and development. However, it has also resulted in many challenges with the growing number of people currently living in slums, informal settlements and sub-standard housing. 

We believe that in order to meet the growing demand for housing and basic services, community based and public-private partnerships are needed to scale-up interventions and leverage resources that can create lasting value and sustainable solutions. 
We also recognize the importance of socially responsible business practices towards better cities. Therefore, we shall create and sustain responsible business practices that foster economical, environmental and social wellbeing in our urban centers.  
We commit to pursue business objectives through strategies that are eco-efficient.  We also aim to engage the urban poor through the informal sector to create systems that are mutually beneficial to the poor communities and business concerns.
We recommend the following:

i. Request that the Habitat Business Forum be held regularly in partnership with UN-HABITAT to debate on urban challenges and show-case solutions;

ii. Commit to share ideas, knowledge, understanding, best practices towards better cities, in particular through the World Urban Campaign;

iii. Encourage UN-HABITAT to further strengthen dialogue with the private sector and create the conditions for effective operational partnerships;

iv. Encourage private sector associations to partner with UN-HABITAT to allow companies to participate in dialogues, in particular through the Habitat Business Forum and the World Urban Forum;

v. Request UN-HABITAT to continue organizing the Habitat Business Award in order to recognize and publicize outstanding private sector achievements contributing to sustainable urbanization.
